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Dichotomical thinking and the establishment of self-reliant

women's image presented in the "Ethics of lifey

Choi, Jung—nyu

This paper seeks to examine how dichotomous thinking and imagery of
independent woman are conveyed through female characters in "Ethics of
Life; by Lee Ki-young, a work from the early 1940s before Korea’'s
emancipation.

Heroine Eung-joo’s rural background and nature—friendly way of thinking
have shaped her as a resourceful woman with economic independence and
prowess to recruit men into her womanly realm. However, Eung-joo’s
inability to become an agent of social change and her conformance to Japanese
imperialist maternal ideals have earned the novel its stigma as
"transfigurative literature.” I1-zzi, on the other hand, was born in a rich urban
household. She was portrayed to be condescending and disdainful of the rural
life as guided by her bourgeois pretense. I1-zzi eventually met her moral
demise. Her character represents fallacies and moral decadence of the
bourgeoisie amidst the rampancy of capitalism and materialism at the time.
While Eung-joo’s mother helped Eung-joo overcome her difficulties and
grow into an autonomous woman with her practical and future-oriented
values, it was implied that I1-zzi's mother’s had caused I1-zzi’ to live in hiding
as a single mother with her compliant and passive attitude.

To avoid censorship by the Imperial Japanese government, Lee Ki-young
did not make direct social commentary on the state of colonized Chosun.
Instead, he polarized characters and portrayed healthy and independent

woman in a positive light.

Key Word : nature, civilization, dichotomous thinking, independent woman
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