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The Body and Affection: The Dynamics of Cultural Politics in

Proletarian Literature in the 1930s

-Focusing on Im Hwa and Kim Nam cheon-
Choi, Byoung—goo

This paper reconstructs in the early 1930s focusing on the concept of body
and affection. In particular, this paper focuses how the logic of being
Bolshevik and the politics of emotion combine based on Im, Hwa, and Kim
Nam-Cheon, who returned from Japan in 1930. They worked for the
Musanjasa in Japan and participated in the Communist Party’s reconstruction
movement. Kim Nam-Cheon was imprisoned for the first arrest of KAPE
in 1931, and then Im, Hwa, and Kim had “the argument about Mool.”
Throughout these incidents, two writers focused the body to be moved. Im
Hwa investigated how developing modes of production changes human
emotions through creating poems, and Kim Nam-Cheon revealed the
importance of the body to be moved in describing humans who became
“chunks of meat” in the novel Mool. Further, the two writers shared
awareness and critics of print media in that period. They recognized the body
as a possibility for overcoming socialist repression by colonial authorities.
Proletarian literature in the early 1930s shared the flow of the 1920s, focusing
on subjects’ emotions, and at the same time made a tremendous difference
in how the literature aroused the issues of how the law and media pay

attention to bodies, which encounter specific.

Key Word : Proletarian Literature, Emotion, KAPE, Im Hwa, Kim Nam-Cheon, body,
cultural politics, the argument about Mool
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