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Religious Introspection and Poetic Formation in the Bible

Quotation Poetry of Mokwol Park

Kim, In—seob

Mokwol Park is one of the poets of the Cheongrok group during the
Japanese colonial era and is a representative Korean national lyric poet who
showed a variety of poetic changes until his death in the late 1970s. Near
the end of his life, he wrote numerous poems that accepted the Christian Bible,
and he completed his world of poetry with his Christian beliefs. This study
aimed to identify the formative and content conditions of Bible quotations,
and characteristics of poetic formation through bible quotation.

First of all, the quotations in the aspect of formation could be divided into
the word “Bible” itself but also into Biblical names of paragraphs and verses,
phrases, and individual sentences. In the aspect of contents, one could say
that Bible verses were being used as poetic expressions, as if the narrator
were expressing self-reflection or belief by quoting the Bible and poetically
internalizing by subjectively changing the Bible verses.

The significant poetic results of Park’s quoting the Bible is the revealing
of unique poetic lyrics with quoted Bible verses and a juxtaposed structure
and the creating of new lyrics using Biblical materials and background. Such
formation could be considered Park’s lyric characteristic and his defining

result, which could not be seen in the works of other Christian poets.

Key Word: Mokwol Park, Cheongrok group, lyric poet, Christian Bible, Bible

quotations, religious introspection
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