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Search and Literary Strategy of Female Poetry in the 1950s
-The poems of Kim Nam Jo and Hong Yun Suk-

Son, Mi—yeong

This paper examines the early poems of Kim Nam Jo and Hong Yun Suk,
who are considered important female poets of postwar Korea who sought to
overcome the scars of war in the early poems of the 1950s and 1960s. Kim
Nam Jo began her creative activities during the Korean War, revealing the
harsh realities of the war period in her first poems. She began to explain death,
eternity, and existence by going one step further while discussing of life
craving for life. In particular, in her poems published in the postwar period,
Kim Nam Jo pursued the possibility of recovery through the communication
of real existence by pursuing unity with love objects through the voices of
female speakers. This work resulted from agonizing about the role of the poet
in the segmented world and attempted to become a so-called gendered form
that embraced all beings, especially through feminine language.

In contrast to Kim Nam Jo's attempts to achieve harmony among human
beings through feminine tones, Hong Yun Suk mainly uses refined and
intelligent words. Especially in her early poems, there is a coexistence of the
image of the purposive purpose and the image of fire; the image of a blazing
fire is linked to the vitality of life, and the narrators in the early poems
experience the joy of being alive. However, Hong Yun Suk gradually used
the image of fire less often in her later poetry and primarily used the image
of the tree instead because trees, with their image of inner vital force and
eternity, are more effective than radiating fire for revealing the essence of
existence and vitality existing inside. Therefore, Hong Yun Suk expressed
the inner strength of vitality and used the refined tone together with the image

of the tree to reveal the human will and meaning of existence.
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The poetry of these two poets who experienced the war proceeded in the
same direction, so the differences in their linguistic characteristics could be
because of the different methods and language they used to recover the
realities of the present. For those who believe it is best to reveal human
beings’ inner problems in order to solve the fundamental problems of reality,
the search of the inner world was mental and intellectual. In other words,
for these women, poetry was related to the nature of human beings, which
resolved human tragedies beyond the nation or state levels. In this process,
the women strategically chose different languages, the “female” tone and the
“intellectual” tone, which were considered to be in so-called opposition. In

this respect, the poetry of female poets of the 1950s needs to be re-illuminated.

Key Word : Kim Nam Jo, Hong Yun Suk, Postwar, Female poets, Women’s poems,

Arboreal image, Existence, Love, Unity, Humanism
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