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Geographic Distribution and the Usage of the Suffix

Form ‘-sen’ to Address Males in the Jeonnam Dialects

Kang, Hui—suk

In relation to Korean dialects, this research aims to examine the geographic
distribution and the usage of the suffix form ‘~sen’ to address males, one of
the many characteristics of dialects around the Seomjingang river area, a
transitional area where two dialects —Jeonnam and Gyeongnam —cross and
interact with each other. ‘~sen’” has been frequently used as a suffix to address
males in southwestern dialects, especially in eastern regional dialects in the
Jeonnam area, and this is still the case among elderly people in their 70s and
older.

A question arises from the fact that ‘~sen’ appears not only in the Jeonnam
dialect but also commonly in the Seomjingang river area, which is the point
of inquiry in this study. It appears that the suffix ‘~sen’ occurred beginning
in eastern regional dialects in the Jeonnam area and spread to some
Gyeongnam regions such as Hadong and Hamyang as the result of dialect
contact. It is confirmed that ‘~sen’ settled as a characteristic of the regional
dialect of the transitional Seomjinggang river basin area.

The significance of this study is in that whereas other traditional address
forms are disappearing and being substituted with new ones, the suffix ‘-~sen’
is still commonly being used in the Seomjingang river area, and this pattern
of language usage should be considered a characteristic of Korean dialects

in transitional areas.

Key Word: ‘~sen’, Seomjingang river area, address forms, Jeonnam dialects,

Gyeongnam dialects, transitional area
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