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People’s writing in the 1970-1980s

and Politics of shame

Kim, Kyung—min

No matter where we are, in order to hide the dominant group’s anxiety
and also to strengthen their ideology, it is so natural to operate the mechanism
of shame to define the subject of shame and then to take it as social norms.
Therefore, the subject of shame shows the hidden desires of the society. This
study understood the empowered dominant values and ideologies in society
of the time through the emotion of shame shown in people’s writings in the
1970-1980. The background of shame shown in people’s writings of the time
could be largely divided into two aspects such as the dominant discourse
aiming to justify the struggle for existence and also to increase the
productivity by laying the blame on individuals’ incompetence and indolence
for poverty, which makes people feel shame at poverty, and another dominant
discourse of literary genre that has defined the literary writing equipped with
artistry as a sample of good writing, which makes people feel shame at
writings with low aesthetics as they have not received professional literary
education. As this shame is an important symbol showing the naked face
of dominant group of the time to strengthen their own beneficial values by
defining people as abnormal or inferior beings, it could be one of the essential

signs for understanding society of the time.

Key Word : Autobiographical Writing, People, Shame, Poverty, Literary Value
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