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A study on the inciting expressions in disaster broadcasts
Seo, Eun—a- Kim, Hyeong—ju

This study examines the inciting expressions in disaster broadcasting with
the aim of preparing guidelines for appropriate language use in disaster news
reporting. The analysis is carried out on news reports on the Sewol ferry
disaster April 10, 2014 by three terrestrial broadcasters(KBS News 9, MBC
Newsdesk, SBS 8 News) and three general cable TV channels(ChannelA
News, MBN News 8, JTBC News 9).

The collected news reports analyzed in terms of the following eight criteria:
1. superlative exaggeration expression, 2. over generalization exaggeration
expression, 3. extreme exaggeration expression, 4. emotions expression of
newscasters, 5. emotions expression of victim's family, 6. representation of
the damage situation, 7. representation of the rescue situation, 8. sad story
of victim’s.

The results are as follows: The frequency of use of ‘th&(oversize)’ and
‘AoHworst) is high in the superlative expression that exaggerates the
damage situation, and the frequency of use of ‘F5dsltKmobilize fully), ‘B
sltH(dispatch)’, ‘“@AKprepared for death) Respectively. In addition, it was
confirmed that ‘oMK agonizing cries) and ‘oFreF3(pandemonium) were
extensively used to exaggerate the damage situation. However, these
expressions are problematic in that they are not only inferior in accuracy but
also criticized for neglecting the monitoring function of the press.

The news facilitator often used ‘¢FeFtH(sorry)’ as a direct expression of
emotions and the ‘?F=(nightmare)’ as a rhetorical expression of emotions. The
victim’s family, they used a lot of ‘2¥3s}ltHomit)’ and ‘@<JsltHprotest)’, but
these expressions require careful use because they are concerned with the

problem of ‘over lexicalization’.



As a concrete description of the damage situation, the expression of the
news facilitator directly after the accident was portrayed directly by the live
broadcast and the expression based on the assumption of the witness’ The
story of the victim’s sad story introduction includes a story about the last
sixty years old children’s story from the story of the last sixty—fifty year
old Jianguo elementary school alumni, and the story of the victims revealing

the text messages exchanged with their families.

Key Word: Sewol ferry, disaster broadcasting, broadcasting language, inciting

expression
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