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A study on the meaning of death,

from the novels of Choi Myeong-Tk

Park, Jong—hong

On this paper, I seek to go through the meaning of death in Choi
Myeong-Ik's works by claiming the models of the semiotic square.
"prescripted death’ should be death by illness, whereas its opposition 'interdit
death’ would be death by outside cause and its contradiction 'un-prescripted
death’ is death by accident. Also, the opposition of 'interdit death’,
"un-interdit death’ would be structured by suicide.

Externally, most are deaths by illness, such as those of Lee Chil-Sung from
<Rainy Road>, Geum-Nyeo from <Spring and the new Road>, and Mun-Ju
and the elderly Man-Su from <Characterless man>. whereas only one is
suicide, in case of Yeo—Ok from <Simmun>. However, to actually look into
them, it is found that each illnesses were different in terms of status. Thus,
it may seem that only 'prescripted death’ and 'un-interdit death’ are selected,
but in reality, there are varieties of 'un-prescripted death’ and 'un-interdit
death’, each being the opposition, and the undertone of 'prescripted death’.
By the complex meanings of deaths exeeding the borders of themselves, these
works show a flexible stance towards death.

In the novels of Choi Myeong-Ik, death can be affirmed or denied. Suicide
also can be affirmed or denied. Through this, consideration on life and death
may seem to cross, but eventually it is that one escapes the vain of death,

and affirms the will to live.

Key Word : semiotic square, death, meaning, prescrited, interdit, un—prescrited,

un-interdit, self-reflection.
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