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Study on Chae Man Sik’s "Frozen Fishy

Roh, Sang-rae

Chae Man Sik’s "Frozen Fishy is a novel which inspires a variety of
opinions and viewpoints regarding its status as a ‘pro—Japanese work. It is
said that "Frozen Fish; is either on the way to being, or is an obvious example
of, a pro—Japanese novel. However, others try to defend the novel and inquire
into its characteristics purely on its own terms. In these circumstances, I
felt the necessity of undergoing a thorough analysis of the novel.

In the process of analyzing the novel, some facts were confirmed. First,
Chae Man Sik realizes that to do nothing is itself also ‘to live’ in the desperate
situation in which Koreans were forced to accept the contemporary ideological
‘fact’ of Japanese colonialism. He embodied this realization through ‘Moon
Dae Young' in "Frozen Fishy, whose way of escaping the contemporary
dominant situation embodies this ideological fact.

Second, the author confirms that ‘Suntory’, ‘Old Painting/ Wine’, and
‘Western Room’ in "Frozen Fishj represent the hierarchic relationship. This
hierarchic relationship can also be applied to Sumiko and Dea Young, who
hold Orientalist views. Although Dae Young is sometimes portrayed as a
character who has internalized the colonizer, this does not mean he reaches
the extreme point of the Japanophilism.

Third, Sumiko’s going to Manchuria means the discovery of Sumiko's way
of living; it means that she accepts and adopts the ideology of the imperialism
which the totalitarian state called Japan is building. Manchuria is the field
Sumiko has to witness directly the story of the Japanese people, while
Koreans like Dae Young have to learn and practise the moral and physical
values of Japanese imperialism. A way of living that accepts the substance

of imperialism in such a manner is regarded by Sumiko as a ‘healthy way
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of living.” It is also only through this way of living that her love for Dae Young
finds its vitality.

However, Dae Young’s color is not to be found clearly on Sumiko’s
spectrum. This is because Dae Young does not share ‘our story’ as ‘the story
of Japanese people in China. The reason he did not follow Sumiko to
Manchuria was that he did not want to do so: for him, to accompany Sumiko
is to become the faithful subject of the Japanese emperor, and he chooses
to renounce this. It was a natural sequence that Dae Young, who cannot be
invited as a protagonist in ‘our story’, hesitated to go to Tokyo. Eventually,
by placing Dae Young in this undecided position, Chae Man Sik seems to

be revealing his own ideological standpoint.

Key Word : pro-Japanese, orientalism, the story of the Japanese people, our story
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