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A Study of Hong Yun-suk’s Poetry

Son, Mi—yeong

The present study examines Hong Yun-suk's poetic world in general.
Making her debut in 1947, Hong Yun-suk has constantly worked until 2015,
and her poetry asks the underlying questions of human existence through
the process of aesthetic exploration. In particular, the tension of the
paradoxical relation of life and death, moment and eternity, and finitude and
infinity are important themes in her poetry. The process whereby these
contrasting properties meet for a moment and synthesize allows th poet to
explore in—depth the meaning of existence. This is the characteristic of Hong
Yun-suk’s poetic world, whereby it achieves its aesthetic manifestation by
digging deeply into the problem of time and extinction.

From Her first book of poetry, Yeosa Sijib, to Windmill, the frequently
occurring image of trees signify the possibility of restoration through life
force. In other words, her arboreal imagination exerted amidst post-war ruins
takes suffering as the motivation of life and reveals the poet's consciousness
of existence which seeks the meaning of existence through poetic creation.
Writing poetry is connected to the acute perception toward the time of the
‘present’. The narrator, in everyday life, discovers the overflowing moment
when the finitude of existence overlaps with eternity. The ‘moment’ of the
present captured by the poet is also the discovery of ‘now time which is linked
to a future that mingles the past and present.

The memories of the past unconsciously evoked in Hong Yun-suk’s poetry
affects the perception toward the world of the present. In these problematic
scenes, an individual and collective history is integrated at the present and
fragmentarily recreated. It is also the moment when the existence of infinite

is literally perceived to rediscover a finite human agent. Such an exploration



for human origins carries over to the journey of root finding where the origin
of existence is sought after, so that it is even connected to ages before the
father and grandfather. This is also the process whereby one becomes the
child to accept an infinite death and redefines oneself as a finite being.
Thereby, the Hong Yun-suk's poetry completes the process of in-depth

introspection toward the origins of existence.

Key Word : arboreal image, extinction, existence, finitude, infinity, consciousness

of recurrence, consciousness of time
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