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A Study on the Epitaphs written by Jung Naegyo(fisfE)
—Focusing on (The Epitaph of Kim Taekbo (&% £itss))
and (The Epitaph of Mrs. Byun,
Sister-in-Law (33 N@ KEE3E) )

Kang, Hye—jung

This paper analyzes both the unique and the conventional aspects of the
epitaphs written by Jung Naegyo(£31%), as compared to the typical epitaphs
of the period. At the start of <The Epitaph of Kim Taebo>, Kim is described
as an undesirable person and a bully, and this passage violates the unstated
premise of epitaph writing that the author should always write positive things
about the deceased. However, later in life, Kim became a great man after
he changed his perspective, which Jung recounts. This epitaph is illustrative
of his style, as he liked to use the technique of initially blackening his subject’s
reputation and praising him or her later. This tactic allows readers to
recognize Kim'’s remarkable abilities and to gain an authentic sense of him.
Jung’s epitaphs are distinguished from many other eputaphs through the use
of this technique. <The Epitaph of Mrs. Byun, Sister-in-Law> subverts
another convention, as it omits the story of Byun'’s life and details only the
events surrounding the eve of her death instead. While it runs counter to the
convention of epitaph writing that the auther should relate the arc of the
deceased’s life, it describes how Mrs. Byun was undaunted by the fear of
death, and how her fortitude complemented her benevolence as a mother and
wife. In the end, Kim and Byun are evaluated as a great writer and a virtuous
woman, respectively. The first halves of both epitaphs are replete with unique
techniques, but their subjects are ultimately praised as honorable people, as

was the case with the subjects of other epitaphs. I believe the dual aspects
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of these epitaphs, the unique and the conventional, are related to the dynamic
between Jung Naegyo's iconoclastic temperament and his middle class status.
Since he was relatively free from the strictures of custom, he could display
his indivual writerly style. However, as he lived in Confucian society, he also

looked forward to becoming a respected member of that society.

Key Word : Jung Naegyo(#2%), The Epitaph of Kim Taekbo(4:i#ri%34%), The
Epitaph of Mrs. Byun, Sister-in-Law(3535 BRI
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