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A Study on the Identification of Savoring Group with

General Choi Yeong through His Transmission

Park, Da—won

This study began by asking the question, "Why does the savoring group
set General Choi Yeong as the object of transmission even though he was
victimized in a political situation?” General Choi Yeong was one of the
greatest commanders at the end of Goryeo. He led his army to victory in
many battles, recording superb achievements. He was killed by his subject
Lee Seong-gye in a Wihwado Retreat led by Lee, who would later become
King Taejo of Joseon. His death was in the same trajectory of collapse as
the Goryeo's royal family, in which sense it will be safe to say that his death
represents "resentment.”

The "resentment” of the common people of Goryeo, who were in the
subjugated class, was exacerbated by the foundation of Joseon. The dynastic
revolution of Joseon did not derive from the bottom and move upward. It
marked a shift of power from one ruling class to another. The life of the people
in the subjugated class was not preserved in its full sense after one nation
was replaced by another. As a matter of fact, their life became even more
destitute and difficult since the great commander Choi Yeong was killed. The
hardship continued on after the foundation of Joseon. The frequent invasions
of Japanese raiders made life even more harsh. They missed General Choi
Yeong, who drove the Japanese raiders out and kept them safe, and enjoyed
even more the transmission of the general. That is, the transmission of
General Choi Yeong signifies that the people, the savoring group of his
transmission, blamed the ruling class for his death, identified their
accumulated "resentment” with that of the general, and voiced resentment

of the ruling class.
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