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The Construction principles and Developments of the petition to

the king of Yakchon Namguman
—Focussing on the resignation petition to the king in

FJangsohuigos and TSochagachiks —

Yoon, Jae—hwan

Yakchon Namguman is a man who lived 83 years from the 7th year of
king Injo(1692) until the 37th year of king Sukjong(1711). He was a man who
stood in the middle of the Soron affiliation at that time, but left 276 poems
and 726 pieces of proses in his not a few anthology of 34 volumes and 17
book. Especially, all of the anthology was composed of proses, and
assessments about the proses were considerable since his lifetime. But except
for his anthologies volume 1 and 2 that contain poems, the others are all
consisted of proses. And among those proses, petitions take up most of the
quantity. Therefore, it is thought that Yakcheon was superior to proses than
poems, and was a bureaucrat writer who had characteristic in petitions.

T Jangsohuigos and "Sochangachiky, which are both collections of the
petition in the late Joseon dynasty, all contain Yakchon's petition. Among the
13 petitions in "Sochangachik; 8 of them are Yakcheon’s, and among the
petitions in ' Jangsohuigos 6 of them are also Yakcheon’s. There are 13 pieces
if the overlapped petition is subtracted, and among those, 10 pieces are
resignation appeals. These appearances are like that of 162 pieces among 199
pieces of petitions corresponding to resignation appeals, and are also like that
of the general petitions in the Joseon Dynasty era.

The features that Yakchon's resignation petition has matches his
sentences. Because Yakchon thought that how the person is determines the

beauty of that person’s words, he thought that personal inner development
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should be prior to writing a good composition. Yakchon's value about words
was that good compositions and beautiful sentences were not fancy
modification or likely depiction but simple and uncomplicated words that
describe the situation as it is. This value could also be seen in his resignation
petitions. Fixed formats and customary expressions are rejected and direct
narration that could be seen as blunt mainly form his writings. His petitions
that embodied his meanings and asked for the king’s choice in the concise,
yet clear sentences show the best writing method to incarnate the intentions

that the nature of petitions have.

Key Word : Yakchon Namguman, the petition to the king, resignation petition,
[ Jangsohuigos, "Sochagachiks
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