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The Forms of Dragon King and His Underwater Palace in
Samgukyusa

Shin, Tae—soo

In Samgukyusa, the Dragon King is depicted as a man—god or beast. The
Dragon King is called a beast to emphasize the authority of Buddha or high
priest and include the Dragon King in the order of Buddhist world. The
underwater palace of Dragon King is no exception to the order of Buddhist
world, either, and the grounds can be found in the roles of high priests. It
is said that only high priests can enter the underwater palace of Dragon King
and bring the palace in the order of universe as the leading figure to establish
the Buddhist cosmic network, in which the Dragon King has no independence
and has to depend on a high priest to escape his current situation. Given those
circumstances, it feels natural that the landscape of the palace should be
revealed by a high priest, but it is not the case. The landscape of the palace
cannot be shown because the dignity of the palace should be hidden. There
are two ideological characteristics of Dragon King and his underwater palace
in terms of form: the symmetrical world view is used as a means of Buddhist
faith, and the virtue of "people-Buddha” structure is expanded in a cosmic

fashion.

Key Word : the Dragon King, the underwater palace of Dragon King, a man—god,
beast, high priest, the order of universe, Buddhist cosmic network, the

landscape of the palace, the symmetrical world view.
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