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A Reargument about the Grammaticalization of “-rosseo”

Yang, Yan

This paper pursues a study on varied syntactic structures of “rosseo” that
appear in literatures and points out that formation of “~rosseo” is not a result
of grammaticalization, but the result of literal translation from Chinese
literatures. Neither case-change theories nor reanalysis theories can explain
the semantic weakening of the verb “sseuda”. Although the theory of small
clause & complex predicate/verb clearly accounts for the collocation relation
between “ro” and “sseo”, reading into ‘o’ a copular function, will bring even
greater complicacy in terms of grammatical explanation. This is also the case
if function of objective is given to “ro”. The paper adopts an approach that
attaches importance to historic periods and ways of translation in terms of
the literatures used for the study, and holds that literal translation
(over—translation) of the structure “LINP” in Chinese literatures did bring
“~rosseo” to Korean literatures, which had been literally translated from the
Chinese since the 16th century. In this structure, “ro” is a grammatical form
corresponding to “L.” in Chinese literatures; “sseo” carries its lexical meaning,
and is called transitional word. This happens not only in the translation of
the “LINP” structure, but also occurs in the translation of syntactic structures
in Chinese literatures concerning “H#.” “ff” “kK” etc, whichfurther
strengthen the argument that the formation of “rosseo” is not a result of

grammaticalization, but a result of literal translation from Chinese literatures.

Key Word : grammaticalization, case-change, reanalysis, literal translation,

transitional word
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