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A Study on Han Ha-Woon's Poetic path

and Directional Consciousness
Seo, Young—hee

Leprosy has long been used as a symbol of original sin and corruption in
religion and mythology. The society has isolated lepers and consistently
produced shameful meanings of them. Han Ha-woon understood ego and the
world in a structure of thorough conflict and confrontation due to the unique
social nature of leprosy, which became an opportunity for the poet to reinforce
his self-consciousness and check his self-identity as others granted by the
society. His physical conditions arouse the universal experiences of his time
and the fundamental pain of human beings. In the system of isolation and
exclusion, his self-abuse and agony demonstrated his existential struggle to
overcome despair, established a foundation of paradox to go beyond denial
and contradiction, and finally led to his desire for a new world toward eternity.
His works are based on his own desperate poetic experiences and contain

both beauty and tragedy, thus holding a special place in Korean literature.

Key Word : Han Ha-woon, leprosy, exclusion and isolation, tragic pathos, human

recovery
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