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The Characteristics of Discourse Structure in <Nocheorzyeoga™

and Gaze issue as its reason

Park, Sang—young

The purpose of this paper is to discover the characteristics of discourse
structure in <Nocheonyeoga>, one of Korean Classical Poetry works, Gasa
genre and Gaze issue as its reason. There are two types of <Nocheonyeoga>,
so—called <Nocheonyeoga> land II. Both are written and sung by old
unmarried women but Ihas a sad ending while IThas a happy ending. These
two songs have been researched in many ways but this topic has never been
researched in spite of its importance as a clue to reveal an aesthetical
implication between two works. This study can be summarized as follows.

In <Nocheonyeoga> 1, it is discovered that there are characteristics such
as the poetic speaker suffering from inability communication with others,
deficiency of desire from an unmarried situation, efforts to overcome
un-communication situation by calling others and even its failure, monopoly
towards poetic speaker, herself, tragedy, etc. On the other hand, in
<Nocheonyeoga> 11, it is discovered that there are characteristics such as
ambivalent self-recognition which mixed with objectivity and subjectivity
towards herself instead of calling others to communicate with, the poetic
speaker who are happy with solving deficiency of desire from unmarried
situation by real marriage, empathy with others, monopoly towards poetic
speaker and its expansion to others, happiness, etc.

The differences between these two songs are related to poetic speaker’s
obtaining empathy from others on the surface. In other words, if the poetic
speaker gains empathy with others, it could remain as a happy song but
If not, it could remain as a sad song. With this empathy issue, the poetic

speaker’'s gaze is also very important to inform structural differences of
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discourse between the two songs. First, a negative gaze is discovered from
both songs. This gaze is the one that poetic speaker’s personal gaze and
national and collective gaze are overlapped. In 18th’s century, old maid and
old bachelors were issues in Korean society as a problem that needs to be
solved from national point of view. Their marriage started to be meaningful
as public issue over private issue. Negative gaze which is discovered from
<Nocheonyeoga> is related to this social atmosphere at that time. On the
other hand, positive gaze is also discovered, especially from <Nocheonyeoga>
II. This gaze is naturally from poetic speaker’s inner mind with her own
self-recognition. It is poetic speaker's gaze of protest and denial against
others’ negative gaze others towards old maids.

It also implies the possibility that negative gaze is related to values during
medieval time period and positive gaze is related to values of modern time
period. The characteristics of discourse structure and gazes as its reason
being discovered from <Nocheonyeoga> is meaningful in that these two
songs show aspects of conflict and its overcoming processes between

medieval values and modern ones.

Key Word : <Nocheonyeoga>, discourse structure, gaze, old maids, empathy,
self-recognition
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