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A Comparative Study on Buddhism-related Proverbs

in Korea and China
Lee, Hwang—jin

This study compares the perception of Buddha in Korean and Chinese
proverbs and examines the relationship of influence between proverbs and
Buddhism. First, this study looks into proverbs in Korea and China featuring
Buddha by categorizing the positive and negative perception of Buddha, the
public attitude toward Buddha.

Buddhism-related proverbs in Korea tend to take up only subjects related
to Buddhism with little reference to the religion, thus they do not directly
address Buddhism but are likely to compare daily situations or persons in
the context of Buddhism. On the other hand, Buddhism-related proverbs in
China include proverbs that compare daily situations and person but also a
greater number of proverbs that directly deal with Buddhism, which are not
present in Korea, thus more religious in their content. It can be known that
proverbs containing positive perception of Buddhism or ideas of Buddhism
had an effect of naturally delivering to the public what religion is Buddhism
and what is the idea behind it, while greatly contributing to the propagation
of Buddhism in society. When viewed from this aspect, it is believed that
Buddhism-related proverbs in China with more religious traits played that

role more faithfully.

Key Word : Korean proverb, Chinese proverb, awareness of Buddha, faith for

blessing, characteristics of religion, propagation of Buddhism
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