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The Characteristics of Yulgok's Poetry in His Social Intercourses

with Buddhist Priests
Kim, Won—jun

This paper presents an investigation into the characteristics of poetry of
Yulgok through his social intercourses with Buddhist priests. The
characteristics of his poems about his social intercourses with Buddhist

" "emotional

priests were categorized into "Confucian logic about Buddhism,
exchanges with Buddhist priests,” and "aesthetic sense of Seonjeong space.”
Under the category of "Confucian logic about Buddhism,” Yulgok elucidated
that Buddhist priests should realize Confucianism after criticizing Buddhism
for its lack of logic and futility. Under the category of "emotional exchanges
with Buddhist priests,” he mainly depicted the emotions involved in parting
and the excitement according to Yusan. Parting with a Buddhist priest was
characterized by a profound lingering sentiment even though it evoked no
heartfelt affection that one would feel in parting with a close friend. The
excitement with Buddhist priests according to Yusan had characteristics of
non-possession and living with nature. Under the category of "aesthetic sense
of Seonjeong space,” Yulgok wrote poems in the background of mountain
temples with some differences according to the periods. The characteristic
differences were prominent between his younger years, when the Seonjeong
space was not placed in the front and thus showed the aesthetic sense of
harmony based on dualization, and his older years, when he exhibited his

aesthetic sense according to Muae, harmony, and unity.

Key Word : Buddhist Priests, Intercourses poetry, Seonjeong(if#isg) space, emotional
exchanges, parting, excitement according to Yusan((LI)
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