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The Hierarchy of Literary Theories in Early Joseon and Donginsituuz
Kim, Pung—gi

This paper aims to analyze the discourse and understand the structure of
literary theory being unfolded in Donginsihwa( #A7%5%) in hierarchical
manner, a work of literary theory and criticism that was written by
SeoGeo-jeong’s in his later years. Seo Geo-jeong’s literary theory has been
discussed in diverse categories including yongsa( /%), gisang(#&5),
punggyeok(Jif%) |, and so forth but efforts to explain their structure as a
whole has been relatively lacking.

The first method of literary composition that Seo Geo—jeong asserted was
a faithful acquisition of existing literary theories, which is related mainly to
the concept of yongsa, 1.e. using classical allusions in poetry and literature.
The theory of yongsa, which encompasses diverse concepts that center
around the idea of yongsa, such as doseup (If#g& emulation), jeomhwa(®h
{k transformation), hwangoltaltae(¥5#E5, adaptationorrewriting) requires
an extensive reading, which made it difficult for anyone outside the privilege
of ample cultural capital to acquire. The idea of gisang, which could be roughly
translated as spirit or vigor, is inseparable from that of yongsa, since one
can eventually display one’s vigorous and empowered spirit by becoming a
government official through perfecting one’s use of yongsa. Once these two
conditions are met, only then can one reach the aestheticsense of hobu(#&),
that is, being magnanimous and abundant—a state considered ideal by Seo
Geo—jeong.

In that sense, perhaps, it is only natural that there was a hierarchy of
official, Confucian recluse and monk in the literary geography of Seo
Geo-jeong’s. It is in Donginsihwa that this structure was argued with

abundant examples. It can be said that Joseon truly saw the completion of
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national literary theory thorough the composition of this book.

Key Word : Seo Geo-jeong(#f&1E), Donginsthwa( FAF:%), literary theory,
Hierarchy of Literary Theories, yongsa( /%), gisang(55),
punggyeok( Ja%)
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