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A study on the process of grammaticalization and

syntactic-semantic characteristics of Korean ending ‘-nji(1- Ay’

Lee, Keum—hee

This study aims to examine the process of grammaticalization of Korean
ending ‘-nji(t-A])" and its syntactic-semantic characteristics. In the Middle
Korean, ‘-nji(t-A])" was used as an ending of embedded sentence of verb
phrase and then a connective ending in the early mordern korean. Since the
19th century, this ending also was used as a final ending. This extension
of usage was caused by disappearance of predicate in matrix sentence.

An ending of embedded sentence of verb phrase, ‘~nji(1-A])’ represents the
question, the presumption or the emphasis of the speaker. And connective
ending ‘—nji(*-A))" represents the cause that speaker presume, the cause which
was emphasized. Also, It represents the condition of following clause that
speaker presume. Lastly, final ending ‘~nji(1-#])’" represents a euphemistic
question.

‘~nji(-A))" used to represent the event took place in future. And this case
is used ‘~lnji(2&A) or ‘-lji(EA) too. These endings are selected by how

have so much the reliability of the accident happened.

Key Word : grammaticalization, ending of embedded sentence of verb
phrase, connective ending, final ending, cause, presumption,
condition, reliability
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