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A Study of the Similarity between <Seoyugi> and <Kékumbaneul>

Kim, Hyun—Ju

This research investigated the similarity between Oh, Seong-Eun’s
<Seoyugi> and Shin, Chae-Ho's <Kkumhaneul>. Most of all, these narration
has a fantastic time and space as their background. In <Kkumhaneul>, the
fanciness of <Seoyugi> is reborn as a limitless ground of dialogue between
the past and the future to establish a new historical time and space. The
adventurous journey of Son O-Gong and his troupe to Seocheon to get a
Buddhistic Scripture is also newly composed as the journey of Hannom who
arrives at the Land of Master, the space of historical salvation.

It is also similar that it treats the problem of human desire through specters.
Narration criticizes the deceitful and dual attitude of human being. On the
other hand, it depicts the possibility of mental victory of human being beyond
the limit of reality through the aspect that characters are going through
various troubles to cope with themselves. There also appears truth-seekers
in common who lead such characters to the world of consciousness. Son
O-Gong and Hannom experience mental self-death several times. Son
O-Gong came to recognize by the guidance of Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva
and Sakyamuni Tathagata, while Hannom, through meeting national heroes
like Euljimundeok and Kang Kam-Chan that heaven and hell actually comes
from mind.

As such, the story of <Seoyugi> treats the journey to look for oneself
through religious questions. The story shows that it has been changed into
an inquiry into the origin of the nation in terms of metal history through Shin
Chae-Ho's historical imagination. These two adventures symbolize in the end

the journey of universal human life to look for oneself in the chaotic age.
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