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The Aspect of Dream, the Main Motif of Folktale <Woodcutter
and Nymph> and Its Symmetrical World View

Kwon, Ae—Ja

Dream is regarded as important motif in Korean folktale (Woodcutter and
Nymph>. Woodcutter and nymph had their respective dream, and their dream
involved transcendental prophecy. The transcendental prophecy are closely
related to symmetrical world view. The symmetrical world view refers to
cultural perspective that the subject and the object have independence
respectively and they are equal and confidential, and it has been handed down
to various literary genres since the age of the Myths. Of course, the
symmetrical world view is irregularly applied to literary genres. Largely,
literary works are divided into two cases. In the first case, the symmetrical
world view is completely applied to literary work. In the second case, the
symmetrical world view is incompletely applied to literary work. Desire is
the reason why the symmetrical world view is applied to literary works as
the above two cases. As for the desire, there are commensalism for the benefit
of one side and mutualism for the benefit of both sides. The symmetrical world
view is applied as three types like mythical featured type, legendary featured
type, folktale featured type according to commensalism or mutualism. The
symmetrical world view is applied as various types and has significance in
various parts in the dream of woodcutter and nymph, thus this study can

not help paying attention to the dream in folktale Woodcutter and Nymph>.

Key Word : dream, symmetrical world view, desire, mutualism, commensalism, part
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