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A Study on the Perception of the Country

in Gyeonghoi Kim Yeong geun’s(5ti§ €7kii) Sino Korean Poems
—Focusing on the use of poetic words(§#ig) depicting the

country—

Hwang, Min—Sun

In Sino Korean poems, the country is a space in which people lead a life
compliant with nature, and depending on the poet's context and mental
attitude, it is configured as a space of idyllic charm, a space of retirement,
or a space of labor. Because the image of the country is influenced by the
writer’s context and mental attitude, it reflects his historical, social, and
personal situations. This pattern is also observed in the Sino Korean poems
of Gyeonghoi Kim Yeong geun who spent his whole life in Gangjin as a
Confucian scholar during the late Yi Dynasty and the period under the rule
of Japanese imperialism. As a learned man who adhered to Confucian
doctrines and rejected Western thoughts and dreamed of military campaigns
for independence but was frustrated, Gyeonghoi gave up rising in the world
and chose to be a poor scholar in a rural village, and many of over 1000 Sino
Korean poems composed by him have his rural life as their background.
Taking note of this fact, this study purposed to examine the perception of
the country observed in Gyeonghoi's Sino Korean poems. For this purpose,
his Sino Korean poems using poetic words for depicting the country were
analyzed and discussed. The findings of this study show that, in his poems,
the country was perceived as a space of idyllic charm for a recluse’s quiet
and peaceful life along with well to do farmhouses, a space to which the
poet attempted to retire from the mundane life but not successfully, a space

in which ideal retirement could not be achieved, and a ground of life with
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the toils of experiential labor and the consequent observance of moral duties.
This study has a limitation in that it did not cover all of Gyeonghoi’s Sino
Korean poems with rural background, but was focused on his Sino Korean
poems using poetic words to depict the country. In the current situation that
research has been insufficient on Gyeonghoi's Sino Korean poems, however,
this study on the perception of the country in Gyeonghoi's Sino Korean
poems is expected to provide clues to understanding the lives of Confucian
scholars at rural villages in the early 20th century and how they perceived
the spaces of their lives.

Key Word : Sino  Korean poems, Gyeonghoi Kim Yeong geun, the perception of
the country, rural village, late Yi Dynasty, the period under the rule
of Japanese imperialism
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