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situation the proposition is construed as being about this referent, ie. as
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A study on the form of subjects in Korean written text by genre

Kim, Su—Jeong

The present study examined the form of subjects in novels, news articles
and editorials in written text by genre. The results of this study are
summarized as follows. First, the tendency that the referent of a subject
appears covertly not only in the case that the referent of a subject is not
referred to before the text, but also in the case that it is not referred to within
a paragraph is more dominant in the news article whose main purpose is to
deliver information than in a novel and an editorial. Second, when the referent
of a subject is referred to in the text for the first time, the tendency that it
is the form of ‘NP+in/nin’ is more obvious in news article than in a novel
and an editorial. It is because that a news article uses quotations more
frequently and the subject is mostly coupled with the form of ‘NP+in/nin’.
Third, when the referent of a subject appears within a paragraph for the first
time, the frequency that it is coupled with the form of ‘NP+i/ga’ is greater
in a novel than in a news article and an editorial. It is because a novel uses
a long text and the text is comprised of several events and, therefore, when
a new event begins, the subject is often coupled with the form of ‘NP+i/ga.
Fourth, the tendency that the referent of a subject is omitted when the referent
of a subject is presented as topic in the same paragraph is more apparent
in a news article and an editorial than in a novel. It is because a news article
and an editorial use a shorter paragraph than a novel and have less chance
to use as topic in the same paragraph, so it can be more easily omitted unless
the omission causes confusion in interpretation. Finally, when the referent
of a subject is referred in the same paragraph, the frequency that it is coupled
with the form of ‘NP+i/ga’ is greater in an editorial than in a novel and a

news article. It is because that an editorial uses a context in which a referent
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is specified more often than a novel and a news article and, in this case, the

subject is combined with the form of ‘NP+i/ga’.

Key Word : written text, genre, subject, topic, omission, ‘in/nin’, ‘i/ga’
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