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A Study on Fantasy in Lee Chan’s Poetry

Heo, Gab—Soon

This study focused on fantastic space shown in Lee Chan’s poetry and
observed poems of exotic fantasy and the fantastic space as a departure from
reality. These works were reviewed that tragically express modernistic
nature and wandering consciousness of losing home and wandering about.
But it was also criticized as ‘an escapist attitude’ that lacks for critical
self-consciousness in the back. This study is intended to reveal secret
interaction between reality immanent in fantasy and fantasy by interpreting
and analyzing his works.

In the 19" century, although fantasy was intentionally excluded from those
supporting realist novels, it has occupied an universal position in the flow
of a narrative and also taken the place in modern literature. Kathryn Hume
claims that fantasy is any departure from consensus reality, an impulse native
to literature. In this sense, fantasy can appear as a number of transformations
from monster to metaphor.

Although fantastic literature is revealed in Romantic literature in the 1920s
in Korea, the context may be found in fantastic poems in the Japanese colonial
period or the 1950s and 1960s. In particular, in the transition period from the
Japanese colonial period to the 1945 Liberation of Korea and the Korean War,
one would have no choice but to pursue a departure from repressed and painful
reality. In this regard, it cannot be asserted that fantasy appears only in
certain times or writers. In other words, fantasy is not a phenomenon limited
to some times or writers and is often encountered in several poets’ poems
about the time of the 1945 Liberation of Korea.

This study strived to reveal fantasy in Lee Chan’s poetry because of a

good sentiment toward Utopia that underlies his poetry. Although his attitude
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has been criticized as an escape to the aesthetic world that lacks in realistic
self-consciousness, the important is that it is the aspect of fantasy his poetry
shows. Therefore, although it is difficult to assert that Lee Chan’s poetry
expresses overwhelming weirdness, we can know that a deep and severe pain

of a person harbors at the back of miserable reality.

Key Word : Lee Chan, Fantasy, Utopia, Reality.
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