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A Study on Moral Consciousness of Kim, Nam-cheon,

a Writer in a Transition Period
- Focusing on the Acceptance of

Balzac's Aesthetic Principle -

Son, Mi—Ran

Kim, Nam-cheon completed his own creation methodology(theory of
observational literature) by accepting Balzac’s aesthetic principle. However,
this study aims to focus on Kim, Nam-cheon’s aesthetic principle, which is
different from Balzac’s principle.

When Kim, Nam-cheon accepted the world of Balzac's work,
fundamentally, the reception theory couldn’t do nothing but include the
specialty of the colonial Joseon of those days escaping from the view of the
world that Balzac lived and this is why there are differences between Balzac's
principle that Kim, Nam-cheon accepted and Balzac's original principle.

The first important key word is the 'period of transition’. For Kim,
Nam-cheon, there was the 'Sino—Japanese War’ and for Balzac, there was
th "July Revolution’. Another important key word is 'morality’. Balzac
showed discordance between the reality and the thought. The criticism on
capitalism in his works could be posed, because he got sick of capital, but
his consciousness about capital between social life and personal life is
Manichaean, so it is definitely divided into the good and the evil.

On the contrary to this, Kim, Nam-cheon was more interested in moral
issues than any one, as shown in the creation methodology starting from the
issue of "self-accusation’ and 'morality’, but it became ambiguous over time.

The important thing is the 'situation” that the two writers faced. Therefore,

this study considers moral consciousness of Kim, Nam—-cheon as a writer in



a transition period by understanding the situation of the time that he faced
and analyzes development into aesthetic principle from moral consciousness
that is different from Balzac's.

This time, 'morality’, an important key word to understand Kim,
Nam-cheon'’s aesthetic principle, will present a methodology to read one
section of an era. Moreover, from the perspective of reception theory,
understanding Balzac’s principle that Kim, Nam-cheon accepted, can be

helpful in reading one section of intellectuals in the colonial Joseon.

Key Word @ Namcheon Kim, Honore de Balzac, a transition period, moral

consciousness, Reception theory
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