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Aspects of Writing Techniques of Hwang Byeong-seung’s Poetry

-Focused on passive subject and active subject -
Kim, Ji—Hun

This study began as the researcher was choosing texts that students would
learn with continuing interest in Readings in Modern Poetry. Specifically, it
is intended to discuss the method of reading Hwang Byeong-seung’s poetry.
What we need now may be minute and continuous analysis of texts with
symbolism which can represent a period of time, rather than wonder or
repulsion of novelty and change of modern poetry.

In the history of Korean poetry, the mid-2000s is a time when the works
of young poets appeared, who are so-called futurists and new lyricists,
including Hwang Byeong-seung. The common grounds of their poetry can
be summarized as novelty, abstruseness and ambiguity, etc. What is notable
here is that it was concluded that it would be impossible to lock up their poetry
in one category based on these common grounds. Therefore, the researcher
divided his poems broadly into ‘universality-oriented poetry’ and
‘experiment-oriented poetry’ from the perspective of analytic psychology
individually and minutely analyzed them. That poetry is a genre expressed
with emotional language is a matter of common knowledge. Human spirit
consists of consciousness and unconsciousness. A lot of his poems were
written centering around unconsciousness from his maiden work, “Attending
Doctor H.” Poetry is a relatively completed text expressed with emotional
language through active imagination, instead of passively listing images
under unconsciousness. It is important to divide consciousness and
unconsciousness of the poetic subject, persona and shadow in Hwang
Byeong-seung’s poetry, bearing this in mind. In Hwang Byeong-seung’s

poetry, there are characteristics that the former develops centering around



social personality, ‘persona’ and ‘universality’ while the latter develops
centering around ‘shadow’ in unconsciousness, personality that one wants to
hide and ‘experimental nature.’ It might be difficult to classify a piece of poetry
into a single tendency, but individual characteristics of the former and the
latter in his poetry could be divided into ‘passive subject’ and ‘active subject.
This reflects the monistic world view at which his poetry aims and is analyzed

as a poetic device.

Key Word : Hwang Byeong—seung, Poetry, Analytic psychology, Persona, Shadow,
Universality, Experimental nature, Monism
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