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A study on Japan Information Exploration Method of Shin, Yu Han

Jeong, Eun—Young

Shin, Yu Han who was dispatched to Japan as an envoy in 1719 made
positive efforts to explore Japan. It was because that travel to Japan was
an opportunity for him directly to confirm Japan which was known to Chosun.
Therefore, he walked every day whenever he was free to observe living space
of Japan in detail which was a good opportunity for him to look into their
real life.

In the meantime, he tried to confirm the information about Japan which
was descended through the existing Sahaenrok. The useful method for this
was to ask Japanese what he wondered and doubted. Therefore, he learnt
simple Japanese language and tried to communicate with Japanese and
confirmed his information through exchanging writings with Japanese
literature. Those envoys who had been dispatched in the past saw Japan with
prejudice that they were savage and loathed them because they looked
different. However, Shin, Yu Han was searching for something different in
the Japanese system and culture from those of Chosun and further asked and
observed why it was so different. Not only such positive exploration of Shin,
Yu Han changed the way to see Japan in some different way, but also

upgraded simple Japanese information to be more objective.

Key Word : Tongsinsa, Shin, Yu Han(5E#). HaeYuRok, Accuracy, Objectivity,

Japan information, Exploration.
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