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A Study on Writing in Korean Textbooks

during the Colonial Period
- With a focus on Basic Reader of Joseon Language

for Primary School Students(1911) -

Moon, Hye—Yoon

This paper presents an investigation into Basic Reader of Joseon Language
for  Primary School Students(1911), the first government-designated
Korean(Joseon language) textbook during the colonial days. Being the first
basic reader of Korean published by the Japanese Government General of
Korea, it was based on the original script of Basic Reader of Korean for Primary
School Students(1907) published ring the period of resident-general politics and
influenced Basic Reader of Chinese Characters at the Level of Joseon Language
Jor Primary School(1913) and Basic Reader of Joseon Language for Primary
School(1923 and 1933). “Korean textbooks” demand interpretations across
many different areas since the complex implications of “Korean” are
intermingled with the meanings of “textbook” system.

Reflecting the situations right after Joseon fell into the state of colony, Basic
Reader of Joseon Language for Primary School Students asks for the examination
of format of educational delivery to teach the state language(ethnic language)
as it is felt in the change of title from “Korean” to “Joseon language.” Korean
textbooks need an inquiry into the ideologies that “Korean” intends to deliver,
and those ideologies can be signified to certain degree by looking into the
unit organizations and material descriptions in the textbooks. The educational
goals of “textbooks,” however, can be found in the formal aspects of unit
arrangement and description method. The present study thus decided to take

a new approach to the subject through the concept of “writing” in textbooks.
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Basic Reader of Joseon Language for Primary School Students consists of
Volume 1, which is missing, Volume 2 and 26 sections, Volume 3 and 22
sections, Volume 4 and 19 sections, Volume 5 and 19 sections, Volume 6 and
21 sections, Volume 7 and 20 sections, and Volume 8 and 19 sections. The
characteristics of “writing” in the texts are as follows: first, connections and
repetitions between units happen in high frequency. In addition to connections
and repetitions between adjacent units, the same materials are connected and
repeated between different books. Such connections and repetitions are,
however, presented in a loose manner such as a deviation through the
organization of environments surrounding an individual or the study of a
different genre, more often than in a way of deepening the content. In spite
of it, however, there are sections connected through a clear reason, and they
get to support and reinforce the connections in an unclear state. The textbook
uses a method of organizing modern individuals(subjects) by repeating the
components as well as through content.

The second characteristic of “writing” in the texts is the intervention of
viewpoint to expand and reduce like the scale of map. It can be figured out
through the viewpoint of embracing and viewing everything like a map that
is directly displayed in the content of unit and also the relations between
units(a transfer from a brief explanation about a material to a complex one
in another unit and a connection from an explanation about an aspect of the
same material to one about another aspect of its). Such a viewpoint of
expanding or reducing makes it possible to put together elements of different
areas. In other words, it creates a room for parent—child intimacy to be
converted into people(student)-ruler(teacher) intimacy or for the intimacy to
migrate to people-state or Japanese emperor intimacy.

The third and final characteristic of “writing” in the texts becomes clear
by comparing the textbook with other textbooks dealing with the same
materials(especially Basic Reader of Korean for Primary School Students). As the
sentences that make an argument or voice an opinion secretly disappear, the
writings of explanations and commentaries are pushed forward. The ways

explanations and commentaries are presented may seem to reveal the neutral
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attitudes of the author(or publisher) at a glance, but they cannot be considered
as neutral when compared with the meanings of editorials and criticisms that
flooded newspapers and magazines those days. The style(genre) of writing
called explanations, which record a high percentage in the textbook, is offered
to the side that explains its authority, thus working as the power to control

and suppress.

Key Word : Korean textbook, writing, Basic Reader of Joseon Language for
Primary School Students, connection and repetition, subject,
expansion and reduction, viewpoint of map, explanation, authority,

control
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