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An Research on the 3™ Person Pronoun ‘ku

Bak, Jae—Hee

This paper examined the origin of ‘ku’ as a 3™ person pronoun in the
comtemporary Korean. In the previous studies, ‘ku’ came to use a 3™ person
pronoun in Korean when writers in the early 20" century including Dong-In
Kim started with using ku’ as a 3™ perosn pronoun in their writings. Unlike
previous studies, however, this paper considered the characteristics of
pronouns which are included in closed-classes and close to a grammatical
category rather than lexical categories. Based on these characteristics, this
paper insisted that the reason that ku’ came to use a 3™ person pronoun in
Korean was not because the efforts of certain writers but because commonly
used by normal people in the early 20" century. In particular, ‘ku’ was selected
a 3" person pronoun in three demonstrative pronouns ‘i, ku, tye( ‘je’ in the
modern Korean). The proposal of this paper is based on two reasons. First
reason is the unique characteristics of Korean pronouns and second reason
is the change of narrative methods in the early 20 century from the
discourse-focused situation (speaker—hearer oriented situation) to the
context- focused situation. In the discourse—focused situation, the
demonstratives 1, ku, tye (je in the comtemporary Korean)’ or ‘a unified forms
with demonstratives and nouns’ are commonly used as pronouns but in the
context—focused situation. these forms cannot be used pronouns. The
narrative style in Korean was dramatically changed in the early 20th century.
For instance, the ending maker ‘-ra’ which is commonly used at the
discourse—focused situation were less used from the late 19" century. Instead,
the ending marker ‘-da’ which is commonly used at the context-focused
situation were more used from the same times. The change of writing style

caused people to find a new 3™ person pronominal word. Thus, among ‘i, ku,
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tye(je)’, this paper proposed that Korean people selected ‘ku’ as a new 3™

person pronoun because it contained a neutral meaning.

Key Word : ‘ku, 4, ku, je’, ‘3rd person pronoun’, ‘people’, ‘context—focused situation’,

‘discourse—focused situation’, ‘narrative method’, ‘contemporary

Korean'
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