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A Study on the Perceptions of Community

in the Poems of Kim Gwang-seop
Son, Min—Dal

Previous studies mostly focused on the later poems of Kim Gwang-seop,
which raises a problem of making the overall changes to his poetic world
correspond only to his life trajectory. This study thus set out to examine
changes to his perceptions of "community” in his poems, interpreting his
poetic transformations in a solid manner and explaining about the issue of
ideality that was pointed out as a limitation with his early works.

Changes to his perceptions of "community” are centered around the

"non

"Imaginary community” to perceive "nation,” "ontological community” with
a focus on relations between ego and others,” and "life community” based
on organic, whole thinking.

In his early poems, "nation,” which is a corresponding word to "people”
that can be defined as "imaginary community” proposed by Anderson, makes
frequent appearances. Kim expressed his negative perceptions of reality
represented by the ruling Japanese via "nation” and his strong yearning for
hopes in it, which raises a need to reconsider the old practice of defining his
early works as the poems of superficial ideality, solitude, and futility.

In his middle poems, he paid attention to relations between ego and others
themselves, dreaming of ontological community. He especially engaged in
creative poetic activities with the presence of the other and the
"responsibility” and "atonement” of ego for others proposed by Levinas as
his important covers of poems.

In his later works, Kim expanded the scope of his ego infinitely, showing
his perceptions of life community. He, in particular, expressed "global life”

including man and nature in poetic words and devised an organic, whole life
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community. Some of his later poems, however, do have certain limitations,
as well, when the ethics of responsibility for man proposed by Jonas is
presented as the standard.

Key Word : Kim Gwang-seop, community, imaginary community, people, ontology,
Levinas, responsibility, life, global life
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