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A Study on Kim Ki-rim's Supil(Essay)
Lee, Kyoung—Hee - Kim, Mun—Joo

In the 1930's, supil genre rose to the center of discourse of Literature.
Pursuit of commercialism by journalism and audience’s desires prompted the
production of essays. The word ‘supil (essay) was named around this time.
Explosive increases in essays caused inevitably production of discourses
about essays. Then first critics and theory of genre on essay were introduced.
In the controversies of the rage of essays, Kim Ki-rim expected supil would
settle one of literature genres like the western essay. And he argued that
freestyle of supil is the future art which is suitable to contain rapidly changing
world. Kim Ki-rim’s theory on essay has a special significance in
emphasizing its temporality and historicality. Kim Ki-rim reflected Seoul’s
daily changing landscapes and citizens’ experiences and live to his essays.
His supil works are very meaningful to provide the age’s landscape, cultural
aspects, individual lives, and insights. It is a result of imprinting of Kim
Ki-rim’s sense as a journalist focusing on the field and society. His essays
show critical views on modernity. Factual description and unique style in
consistency between spoken and written words imply Kim Ki-rim's
emphasis on communication with readers. Kim Ki-rim’s theory on supil show
the process of settlement of supil(essay) with Korean literature’s view on
the genre in the 1930’s. His critical views in essays are traces of practice

of his own theory of supil(essay).

Key Word : Kim Ki-rim, Theory on supil, essay, temporality and historicality,
critical spirit, factual description
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