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The Multicultural Aspects in Poems for Marriage Migrant Women
-Focused on Ha Jong Oh’s Poetry -

Yun, Hye—Ok

The flow of global capitalism clearly exposes a migration phenomenon. In
this situation of the times, this study aims to reveal the multicultural aspects
of marriage migrant women appearing in Ha Jong Oh’s poetry. The
multicultural aspects of marriage migrant women are mostly revealed as
feminization of survival, crossed desires, cultural exclusion and otherization,
and globalization and coexistence of multicultural space in Ha Jong Oh’s
poetry.

In the feminization of survival, now women become breadwinners and get
a lift in the flow of globalization because of intense poverty and unemployment
in developing countries. Moreover, such condition presses them to accept the
conditions of poor migration. Although many Southeast Asian women know
that there are many dangerous elements in international marriage in Korea
including domestic violence, unjustified abandonment, and marriage migrant
women's suicide, they choose marriage migration to Korea.

While they have motivation to help their family’s livelihood, they have a
modern desire to enjoy a middle-class lifestyle in developed countries. Men
not only want obedient women who dedicate themselves to supporting their
parents and childcare, but also have a desire to get a position of a respectable
member in modernized Korea and live as the head of a modern family through
marriage. Such crossed desires of multicultural couples often cause new
problems and conflicts such as violence, divorce, or distrust.

Cultural exclusion only exacts Korean culture and does not accept the
culture of migrant women’s countries. It is a contradictory attitude that does

not admit a cultural difference. It creates a situation that lacks for concern
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of making one family by two cultures and unilaterally excludes one side and
intensifies migrant women'’s isolation and otherization within the family.
However, marriage migrant women dream of happy marriage life as other
ordinary families and try to realize it through globalization and the coexistence
of multicultural space. They also accept and practice deterritorized culture

through love and marriage life.

Key Word : Ha Jong-oh, marriage migrant women, multicultural, survival,

feminization, exclusion, otherization, globalization
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