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Comparative Study of the ‘Monk’ Images

in Chinese and Korean Proverbs (2)
- With Focus on Character of Monk That Appear Only

in Chinese Proverbs-

Lee, Hwang—Jin

This research paper examines the images of monk that only appear in
Chinese proverbs and not in Korean and investigates the reason why.

That image of greedy monk is many in Chinese proverbs. On the other
hand, Korean proverbs contain many images of monk that are poor and suffer
from injustice. One of the reasons is because Chinese proverbs reflect
programmatic nature of Chinese people. In addition, the scale of temple
economy and the differences in The certificate system in past dynasties of
Korea and China also probably affected it.

The reason why there are many Chinese proverbs that imply violation of
filial piety associated with entering the Buddhist priesthood but not in Korean
proverbs is closely related to the period of introduction of Buddhism in Korea
and China and the emergence of anti-Buddhism.

The reason why the “proverbs that show a fusion of Buddhism and
Taoism” are not found in Korea is because, in case of Korea, the relationship
between Buddhism and Taoism did not follow the case of Chinese Buddhism
and Taoism that became fused as they conflicted as well as interacted with
each other. Rather, Taoism in Korea developed in a form in which Taoism
was included in Buddhism.

The proverbs that images of monk that appear in this way in Chinese
proverbs only capture some characteristics of Chinese Buddhism very well,

to the extent that they could be described as having expressed the history
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of Chinese Buddhism through proverbs from the perspective of ordinary
Chinese people. Also, the reason that such proverbs do not exist in Korea
suggest the characteristic uniqueness of Korean Buddhism as reflected in the

comparison between Chinese and Korean proverbs.

Key Word : Images of monk, Buddhism, Koran proverb, Chinese proverb, greed,
final piety, Taoism
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