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Aspect and literary significance of the heroine’s space

in Honggyewnljeon
Kim, Hyun—Hwa

The purpose of this thesis is to add new interpretation to features and
literary significance of space for heroines in Honggyewoljeon. Its literary
significance was sought for in the situation that enabled a heroine to be born
and features of ‘space’ where she bustled around.

Chapter II of this thesis looked into features of the heroine’s space. Frist
feature is structural independence of separated space. Its certain story-telling
frame inherent to stories with heroines is a separated space structrualized
into an odyssey of her childhood. The river and marsh separating her from
her parents reflect its characters’ internal state in connection to ugly or natural
greed of humans. This separated space in the beginning of the story is a focal
structure that stimulates her heroism or ambition.

Second feature is superficial romance of separate space. Fictional
biographies and hero/heroin novels have been considerably affected by narrative
tone due to the genre’s nature. Honggyewoljeon alos puts its heroine’s heroism
in this separated space of romance but its readers find its sporadic effort to
unfold story in a realistic narration. marsh, Byukpado(Isiand) and battle field
are the space that features its heroine, Honggyewol's heroism in a romantic
manner but leads them into realistic probability, which is an indirect proof
that the novel began paying attention to the realistic writing of the modern
time.

Third feature is the exclusive atrocity of feats. It's space of feats that
dramatically shows a woman’s will & nature to be a heroine. Space of feats
is where males can't control or suppress females and is also a background

where exclusive punishment upon males that is impossible in reality is
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possible and further, fierce punishment is put upon other females. A heroine’s
exclusion of males and females upon whom she fails to rest is shown as an
atrocious aspect, and this is space of feats.

Honggyewoljeon’s space of feats can be divided into private space of feats
and public space of feats. the former space, in which her husband Boguk,
parents, kings and their subjects are involved, gains attention due to its
exclusive nature shown especially toward her husband. The latter is space
where a battle story that Gyewol confronts her enemy is unfolded and that
she shows off her heroism with her tactics and audacity. By rousing not only
terrible but also brutal sense of fear, she makes others unble to deny that
she is the captain in general. Giving others even atrocity caused by this
psychology of hers indirectly proves that her heroism hardly overcame the
system and customs of her time.

Chapter I of this thesis explores the literary significance of heroine’s
space. One can hardly say that the novel goes beyond the Confucian view
of the world just because heroism, which is the ideal destination of males,
is used as a gadget arousing females' latent ability. ‘Positive knocking on
females’ social participation’ is not something beyond the then ideological
frame but rather, shows efforts of an aspect to meet it. The heroine is depicted
as a figure realizing the most essential values of Confucianism in the novel.
Essential values here mean discovery and usage of innate virtues.

Seen from this perspective, the novel, Honggewoljeon realizes the basic
thought of Confucianism; realization of innate virtues through its heroine and
moreover, pursues to build the Confucian view of the world more
substantially. Causes and profits used by the heroine to realize her innate
virtues are also literary & social acceptance resulting from trying the mobile
& elastic aspect of the Confucian thought. Though it reveals institutional
defects, the essence of the Confucian thought still doesn’t collapse, rather
implying it’s the pivot that support the world. By indirectly proving its role
through women, who were alienated from the then society.

Key Word : classical novel, Honggewoljeon, heroine novel, fictional space, innate
virtues, hero
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