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Composition of Filial Duty Discourse in Lee Gye-ryong Jeon

Shin, Tae—Soo

Lee Gye-ryong Jeon as the only version is “a new work ancient novel
showing prominent continuity with old Korean novels.” As for composition,
the novel has a well-defined feature: it forms a composition of “great filial
duty and small loyalty” setting up large scope of filial behaviors and small
scope of loyal behaviors. Its author focuses on “desires of characters” and
“development of events” in order to materialize the composition. The desires
of characters are shown as “the desires for realizing absolute filial duty,” while
the development of events are shown in “the accumulation and jump.” The
novel attempts to raise status of the absolute filial duty via materialization
in order to reinforce functions of the absolute filial duty. Then, what functions
do absolute filial duty perform have? It not only makes the main agents of
filial behaviors “emotionless persons” but excludes material desires in the
time of enlightenment of Korea. In this context, the author may suggest facing
the material levels with the mental levels as a solution for living in the

enlightenment time.

Key Word : great filial duty and small loyalty, absolute filial duty, the accumulation

and jump, material desires, emotionless persons.
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