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A study of the ITrony in Choi Seung-Ja's Poetry

- Focused on the 1980’s poems -

Lee, Ju—Eon

The purpose of this study is to discuss irony in the 80’s works of Choi
Seung-ja’s poems. The irony has ontologistic meaning coming from
contradictory existence of human being while it performs as a rhetorical
device. Poetic subject is continuously suffering from despair and frustration
while they seeking their ontologistic meaning of life in her works. Treating
her poetic works as expression of personal experience, it reveals an eager
desire and frustration for nonexistent-mortal love. The works illustrate
resistances against the social system and frustration of people who had been
turned over in the age of dictatorship and modernization.

The irony is an origin of the poetic works of Choi Seung-ja and lets
principal subject to utter wounded statement or to self-torture. It reveals the
desire of invective and destruction, makes verdinglichung principal subject
and objects, and against the death that is scattered throughout people’s life.
It then make readers to remind causes of the pain. Poetic subject, however,
show not only revealing a negativity of life but also entering the new world.
It can be realized in later 80's works of her.

What is mainly discussed in this paper is to define ironic feature of Choi
Seung-ja’s works written in later 80’s and where it goes to. It was illustrated
that the negativity and deconstructivism was weaken in some degree and
Poetic subject entered the new world. It is, namely, reading direction of aiming
analogic correspondence through the ironic variations. The irony in her poetry
revealed negativity, led the process of deterritorialization and the

reterritorialization of affirmation about life and death.
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