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A Study on the Implicature in the Travel Fantasy of

Yun Hu-Myeong by a view of autobiographical material
- With a focus on his {Me in the Greatest Distance), {Gangneung/
Poetry of a sand), {Gangneung/a headpiece of black) -

Lee, Mi—Rim

One of the recent trends in novels is the travel and diaspora motif. Yun
Hu-myeong is a writer whose travel narrative is characteristic along with
Yun Dae-nyeong, one of the most representative writers of the 1990s. His
literature has been studied in terms of modernism technique, fantasy,
self-awareness, and stream of consciousness techniques in the aspects of
escape from reality and lack of reality perception. This study set out to
demonstrate that the Korean War trauma-based reality was revealed in his
works through his autobiographical experiences. Experiencing the war at the
age of five, the writer was not able to settle down and led a floating life owing
to the death of his innocent father and next-door girl, remarriage of his
mother, formation of a family with his stepfather, leaving his hometown,
difficulty with livelihood, and giving up his dream of becoming a botanist.
His life thus took a place in his literature. Living through the early modern
and modern history of Korea in his life, he went through April 19 Revolution,
May 16 Military Coup, Democratic Movement of Gwangju, the end of the
century, and a new millennium. Caught in those turmoils, he either escaped
to such psychological states as anxiety, suppression, horror, fear, and solitude
or traveled through the paths of somnambulance full of nightmares. His
literature, however, put those historical events in a distant view and featured
travel fantasy without depicting the violence and trauma of war realistically,
thus acquiring unique and original characteristics to him unlike his

contemporary writers. Me in the Greatest Distance offers some ideas to
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disclose the hidden significance of his novels by pushing his autobiographical
experiences to the surface, but it has not attracted attention so far. The
protagonist, Traveler, makes a repetitive trip to Sri Lanka, Mexico, Cuba,
Boriam in the southern coast of South Korea, Gangreung, Turkey, and
Kalmykia, having an encounter with many different people, who are other
egos of his and others in him. The female others he meets are anonymous
beings with no name and are like “rooms like women” and “women like
rooms” to men being chased. Those abstract and mysterious women those
identity cannot be figured out have a long tradition of female metaphors are
individuals divided from the Traveler in search of his vacant space and
emptiness due to war. He also meets Korean diaspora such as the ethnic
Koreans living in China, Goryeo people, North Korean defectors, and
Hawaiian workers in addition to the female others and identifies himself with
them since they have a diaspora fate as him, being deported, living as a
minority in the country of current residence, and being treated as aliens in
South Korea where they remain in the margin. He resolves the suspicion
around the disgraceful death of his father and tries to put an end to his
wandering by making a final visit to his grave. His travel is his journey along
the path to his hometown represented by the “White Road.”

Key Word : Korean War trauma, travel fantasy, ego of revenge, finding a father,

autobiographical material, female others, Korean diaspora.
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