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The Structure of Personal-Narrative and the Consciousness

of Transmitters in the Anecdote of Gewmdallae in Daegu
Kim, Ki—Ho

The anecdote of Geumdallae is a story about a mentally—ill woman. Women
who have mental disorders like Geumdallae can be and have commonly been
found in any region in Korea. However, it is not common that a local society
remembers such woman and receives as their own self-narratives as the
people of Daegu have done. The story of Geumdallae in Daegu matters because
Daegu people have regarded it as an important aspect of their own lives and
talked about it so far. The answer to the question why they remember and
talk about the experiences concerned with Geumdallae is related to their own
identities. To find the answers to the question, this study focuses on the fact
that ‘Geumdallae always wore a colorful Hanbok, Korean traditional dress, and
was holding a pack wrapped in a cloth in her arms. When she recovered her
senses from time to time, she knitted something at Seomun Market. Geumdallae
undervalued and sometimes even damaged the sexual parts of her body. On
the other hand, she took more special care of her knitting and clothes than
any other things. Such behaviors are interpreted as that she is related the
feminity, the archetype of creation and wisdom. Also it is found that
Geumdallae's feminity is associated to Seonyeo who weaved silk fabric in an
ancient legend and the weaving women of the Silla Dynasty. From these
analytical findings, it is concluded that ‘the feminity of creation and wisdom’,
a symbolic meaning of weaving, exists in deep consciousness of Daegu people.
Also, it is found that they had the will to solve the social problems under
Japanese rule through the archetype of creation and wisdom. Today we
cannot meet a mentally—ill woman who strides down the street doing insane

behaviors like Geumdallae did. However, the people of Daegu can meet
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Geumdallae, a goddess of creation and wisdom, in their respective inner side.
As the ancient Seonyeo and the weaving women of Shilla gave solutions to
the problems of the day through the feminity of creation and wisdom, another

Geumdallae may come to visit us to solve the problems of Daegu.

Key Word : Geumdallae, anecdote, personal narrative, feminity, wisdom archetype,

creation archetype, Daegu Identity.
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