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A Study on Interjection/Discourse Marker 'Cham'

Koo, Jong—Nam

This paper has two purposes. The first one is to elucidate the meanings
of ‘cham(3)’ which are used as interjection and discourse marker, and show
how the meanings of these interjection and discourse marker can be explained
by the meaning of adverb ‘cham’. The second one is to argue that there are
two kinds of interjection ‘cham’ which have different meanings, emotion
expression(‘cham;’) and the expression of sudden occurrence of thought
(‘chamy).

This paper can be summarized up like these.

(1) The interjection ‘cham’ should be divided into two. That is, cham is
homonymous. (2) Emotion expression ‘cham’ can be used to expose all the
feelings. (3) The basic meaning of interjection ‘cham;’ is the direct expression
of emotion which are felt truthfully in emotion-triggering situation. (4)
‘Chamy’ has nothing to do with adverb ‘cham’. It has it’s origin in interjection
‘acha’(ok=}). (5) Discourse marker ‘chams (originated from ‘cham,’ and adverb
‘cham’) drives it's origin from interjection and adverb ‘cham’. And the basic
meaning of it is the expression of speaker's dim truthfulness. (6) The
functions of discourse marker ‘cham; are like these : the expression of
speaker’s unassertive attitude to his utterance. discourse strategy to maintain
speaker’s utterance, and strategy to obtain time during speaker’s utterance.
(7) ‘Chamy’ also can be used as discourse marker and it's functions in

discourse are correcting information and focusing.

Key Word : interjection, discourse marker, emotion expression, discourse strategy,

unassertive attitude, correcting information, focusing.
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