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A New Understanding of the Hearer-oriented Honorific System

in School Grammar
Lim, Ji—Ryong

The purpose of this study is to present an alternative to the hearer—oriented
honorific system used in seven school grammar books. This system functions
to raise or lower the hearer in relation to the speaker, the degree of elevation
being expressed by closing endings. It is classified in formal styles such as
‘haera, hake, hao, hasipsio’ and informal styles like ‘hae, haeyo’. Six problems
with this classification, along with alternative interpretations are explored as
follows:

First, it is contradictory for ‘lowering’ or ‘words lacking in respect’ to
appear in an honorific system. The imperative style of ‘hasipsio’, for example,
is not harmonious with ‘raising’ and is weak in discrimination. Therefore, the
term ‘hearer—oriented honorific system’ is unsuitable, and an interrogative
form like ‘hapnigga? is more appropraite for the notion concerned.

Second, ‘lowering’ does not appear as a grammatical marker in the level
classification afforded to ‘raising’ and ‘lowering’, and it is not congruous with
the raising of the hearer. It is more appropriate to classify the frame of speech
level with three levels according to final endings.

Third, the binary system of formal and informal styles is fuzzy and
inconsistent. It is necessary to establish an alternative speech level based on
final endings, the pre-final ending ‘-si-, and the same level closing
expressions.

Fourth, serious errors appear in the system of closing endings that ‘raise’
and ‘lower’ under the binary system of formal and informal styles in the
honorific system. It is therefore proposed that the speech level of the hearer—

oriented honorific system should consist of the ‘unmarked speech level
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whose frame is formed by final endings, and the ‘marked speech level’, that
sophisticates honorific thinking by the pre-final ending ‘-si-. From this
perspective, ‘kani/ka’ in the first level, the unmarked forms ‘kapnika/kao/
kayo’ in the third level, and the marked forms ‘kasimnika/kasio/kasyeyo/
kasyeoyo' in the third level, are closing expressions or hetero-forms of the
same level. ‘Kaneunka/kasineunka’ in the second level and ‘kao/kasio’ in the
third level become weak, so the hearer-oriented system is simplified at the
first and third levels.

Fifth, the ‘lowered honorific system’ is often dealt with in the speaker—
oriented honorific system, and whether accepted or not, is described
differently. Thus, the ‘lowered honorific system’ needs to be established as
part of the hearer-oriented honorific system in order to accommodate the
learner’s realities of language use.

Lastly, the morpheme-centered analytic frame of the hearer-oriented
honorific system has limits. Therefore, an approach from the perspective of
discourse pragmatics and cognitive linguistics is required to understand the
hearer—oriented honorific system, and a new way of thinking according to

socio—cultural factors is needed.

Key Word : school grammar, hearer—oriented honorific system, speech level, marked
and unmarked speech level, formal and informal style, lowered honorific
system, final and pre—final ending, closing ending.

Pal
Oh

D 4E0EY So{usnt ng

1 (702-701) tH7EYGAl 57 Oist2 80 ASCHStL AtgCHst mo{usnt
H#HZE : 053-950-5827 / 010-2254-8710

SH  jrlim@knu.ac.kr

(D3

[ R

o] =22 20154 2 28¢ F1=[0f
2015 32 31LUMX| AlAL 225104
20154 48 102 AR =HE.




