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Perception of Grammatical Units in Sinsoseol

- Focusing on Spelling and Spacing -

An, Ye—Lee

This study intends to examine the perception of grammatical units in
Sinsoseol published in the early twentieth century before codification and
standardization of the Korean language. Korean syllable can be written with
or without the boundary marking between words or morphemes thus we can
trace the perception of word and morpheme by analyzing spelling patterns.
The boundary between noun and particle, or stem and endings seemed to
be clearly perceived by the early twentieth century writers. Although there
were exceptions of bound nouns and pronouns, there was a concept of word
in natural linguistic perceptions. Morphemes also seemed to be perceived as
a grammatical unit given the fact that suffixes were mostly separated from
its base. Moreover, spacing reflects the perception of syntactic units such
as sentence and clause. While the boundary of sentences and conjunctive
clauses were almost always marked, that of embedded clauses was not clearly

marked.

Key Word : grammatical unit, orthography, spacing, sinsoseol.
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