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Literature, History, and Geography

- Comparison of Gasa between Damyang and Jangheung -

Lee, Sang—Won

This paper compared and reviewed the Gasa between Damyang and
Jangheung to discuss the issues of historical locality or local historicity from
a perspective of embracing both historicity and locality.

In Damyang, the Gasa works created in the former half of Joseon were
dominant in terms of quality and exhibited a strong external orientation,
which was transmitted in the Gasa works created in the second half of Joseon
to some degree. In Jangheung, all of Gasa works were concentrated in the
second half of Joseon except for Gwanseobyeolgok by Baek Gwang—hong and
exhibited a strong internal orientation of promoting solidarity and unity within
the community.

The Gasa works of Damyang got to have a strong external orientation
both in the former and latter half of Joseon because it was needed to assume
the position of the ruling noblemen in the area. It is needed to note that
yearning for the king commonly found in the Gasa works of Damyang
guaranteed the fulfillment of both loyalty and government position, two of
the four conditions to determine the dignity of noblemen. In Jangheung, on
the other hand, the Wui family of Jangheung and the Lee family of Incheon
firmly consolidated their status of local elites in the area by promoting the

internal unity of their clan villages.

Key Word : Damyang, Gasa, geography, history, Jangheung, literature.
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