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A Study on the Modern Textbooks and Travelogue Established
- Scenic spots appeared on the Japanese occupation and

the Korean language textbooks -

Gu, Ja—Hwang

This study focused on the modern transformations of the scenic spots and
places of historic interest found in the modern Korean textbooks and also
their meanings. The study examined the ways that the modern Korean
textbooks compiled by the government and the private reading books
accepted and thought of certain geographies and places or spaces and their
meanings, looking into the nature of literature and travel(essays) formed and
differentiated in the process.

Mt. Baekdu did not garner much attention until the early modern times.
After Japanese annexation of Korea, the colonial intellectuals had the
discourses of Joseon Tongsa and cultural nationalism in response to the
imagined geography of the empire, and those discourses made Mt. Baekdu
emerge as a modern symbolic system. They created a new expression of
“travel(essays” to transform the old “Sansuyugi” and “Yusangi” and implement
the aesthetic consciousness of a modern nation-state based on the modern
geographic concepts and development of transportation. The textbooks actively
accepted it as a new literary genre.

There were similar and different patterns in the scenic spots and places
of historical interest included in the textbooks during the Japanese rule and
also the ways of thinking of their spaces. The textbooks compiled by the
government put a thorough ban on Dangun and Mt. Baekdu and intentionally
highlighted Mt. Geumgang. Processing sightseeing to be attractive based on
the modern traffic network and allowing the students to personify the

imagined geography and civilization of the empire, school trips were actively



recommended as part of the curriculum. The private reading books mentioned
Mt. Baekdu a lot and contained many units related to places of historic interest
such as Mt. Geumgang. They had the students experience the collective
sentiment in the actual units of textbooks and highlighted ways of describing
the reality, grief, history or aesthetic consciousness of the people. That was
the way they stood against the imagined geography of the empire or
possessed it exclusively through geographies and places. It is interesting that
the textbooks compiled by the government were conscious of the materials,
units and literary genres in their private counterparts and actively accepted
them. Although the textbooks compiled by the government and the private
reading books had different principles of composition, they exchanged
influences and competed against each other in the ways of describing and

thinking of geography and space via travel.

Key Word : textbook, travel essay, reading book, scenic spot - place of historic
interest, Mt. Baekdu, school trip.
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