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The Media Function of Folk Tale and the Anthropogeographical

Information of Geographical Name Legend
Lim, Jae—Hae

Folk tale plays a role of media which extends the function of the language.
Folk tale containing the any kind of knowledge and information travels far
and wide and is handed down long, which extends the spatio-temporal range.
Geographical name will contain a certain geographical information. However,
as we go toward the origin and legend of geographical name, the information
will be huge in its amount, high in quality and rich in anthropogeographical
diversity.

A variety of cases will happen in that not only does a geographical name
have one meaning as a proper noun but also a place has more than a
geographical name, furthermore a legend has more than an origin of
geographical name. A geographical name is normal to have one in the light
of proper noun. However, it should be admitted that a geographical name has
more than one in the light of media containing the anthropogeographical
information. As a geographical name reflects the age, the classes, the
historical facts, the recognition of diversity would widen the dimension of
anthropogeographical understanding.

Rich anthropogeographical informations of history, religion, society, people,
culture in that area as well as the geographical location information are
contained in the geographical name legend. Not only would attention to the
geographical name legend recover the lost history, but also it would capture
the multi-faceted knowledge and information of humanities as oral literature.
Accordingly, the research of geographical name legend would make it possible
to elucidate the values of the ruling class revealed in Chinese character

geographical name and other people’s world-view.
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Geographical name and geographical name legend are not the geographic
coordinates for a specific spot but a museum of anthropogeographical
information in which we can come across and recognize the space of history,
culture and philosophy. However, reorganized road names based address have
obliterated the geographical names containing the anthropogeographical
information. It is desirable that a nationwide survey of the origin and legend
of geographical name should be conducted to collect and preserve the
anthropogeographical information on the whole along with the campaign
against the road name based address in the circle of the humanities. This
is why the very anthropogeographical information containing the data of

geographical name can vitalize the humanities of earth.

Key Word : Geographical name legend, Anthropogeography, Media, World-view,
Road name based address, Humanities of earth.
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