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The modes of persuasion in Monk Beopryun’s ‘prompt Q & A’
-ethos and pathos -

Lee, Eun—Ja

This paper explores the modes of persuasion in Monk Beopryun’s prompt
Q & A in the perspective of ethos and pathos.

Ethos, which refers to a speaker’s virtue or personality, can be approached
in two rhetorical ways. Ethos can mean the speaker's own respectable
personality or morality. Ethos can also mean the speaker’s persuasive speech
skill in gaining credibility from his audience. Monk Beopryun has established
ethos through his admirable way of life involved in social activities (such
as civil rights movement, environmental movement and unification movement.)
His rhetorical strategies in his prompt answers convince his audience to
secure his ethos.

Pathos is another mode of persuasion, which is related to the audience’s
emotional change. Bomnyun accomplishes pathos through his unique tension—
relaxation technique. In his prompt Q & A, Bomnyun wins the favorable
responses from his audience by creating tension with his denial and scolding
rather than his acknowledgement or empathy. This tension becomes
afterwards loosened through his great sense of humor. The effect of his
humor reaches the climax when his audience feel that his witty remarks are
absolutely beyond their expectations to a religious person who is supposed
to give holy and solemn lessons. Listening to Bomnyun's repetitive scolding
and humor, his audience feel freed from their agonies.

The ultimate aim of Monk Beopryun’s answers through ethos and pathos
is to help his audience realize that their agonies and sufferings are caused
by the vanity of human ambition and, as a result, help them lead their lives

in happiness. Monk Beopryun ’s prompt Q & A has brought Buddhist theories
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out of cloistered temple into the ordinary people’s life. This practice seems
to be in line with Mahayana Buddhism. It is also similar to the Buddha's

preaching.

Key Word : Monk Beopryun, Prompt Q&A, rhetoric, ethos, pathos
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