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A Study on ‘an Idea about Weriting’,
a collection of essays by Choi Myung-ik

Kim, Hae—Yeon

This paper examines Choi Myung-ik's collection of essays, ‘an idea about
writing,” which contains his nineteen essays. Reflected in this collection are
not only his idea about writing but trends in the North Korean literary circles
and political change, of the day and his literary response to them.
Nevertheless, very little study of Choi Myung-ik's essays has been done. The
concern for and product of study of, North Korean literature have been
profound as soon as the ban on it was lifted, but until recently, most studies
of Choi Myung-ik have been restricted mainly to his novels. This paper is
based on this problem recognition.

In the second chapter, the essays in ‘an idea about writing’ are organized
and summarized in order. These nineteen essays are far from self-confessional
ones, but this study may contribute to widening range of study of Choi
Myung-ik in the respect that the number of essays outgoes that of his novels.

The third chapter examines the first eight essays of the collection. They
directly reflect the flow of the North Korean literary world and political
transformation during both the period of post-war reconstruction work and
foundation construction for socialism(1953-1960), and the period of over-all
building of socialism and Chollima Movement(1961-1966). Through this
examination we've come to see the party line of North Korea during each
period and Choi’s literary response to it.

In the fourth chapter, Choi’s linguistic sense and spirit of writing are
analyzed, centering on the second half of the collection. We can recognize
his great effort for correct usage of our language and words through his

confession, “each word seemed to awaken different feelings physically as well



as emotionally in accordance with its accuracy and inaccuracy.”

Though Choi Myung-ik criticized sharply the limitation and violence of
colonial modernity before liberation, he took a step forward the center of North
Korean literary circles and thus his world of literature also could not but
change after liberation. He found the positive image of the people and
described it in the form of historical novels with the purpose of ‘admiration
for the people.” Choi Myung-ik consistently attempted to embody ‘admiration
for the people’ in his historical novels whose roots he found in the ethos of
‘uiri’(loyalty) of our nation. He thought that this very ‘uiri’ connoting the
self-consciousness of the subject was the driving force of the people—centered
history. However, in the wake of dramatic changes of North Korean literary
circles since 1960s his literary theory of ‘admiration for the people’ lost its

footing and then he vanished into thin air.

Key Word : Choi Myung-ik, Idea about Writing, literature of North Korea, party

literature, historical novel, admiration for the people, ‘uiri’.
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