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Feature and meaning of dualism in Wanwolhoimangyeon

Kim, Suh—Yoon

In family novels, celestial world usually upholds order and harmony in
paternal family. But in Wanwolhoimangyeon, feature and meaning of celestial
world cannot be simplified so. Rather, stories in celestial world expose hidden
aspects in earthly world oriented to paternal family order.

Superficially, characters of Jung insung and So kyowan are described as
good and evil in Wanwolhoimangyeon. Jung insung who pursue accord in
paternal family is depicted as a moral character and protected from celestial
world. On the other hand, So kyowan who opposes to accord and harmony
in paternal family is punished by celestial world. But actually, her hostility
against Jung insung shows that she is isolated. Viewpoint of this work is
not restricted to support absoluteness of paternal family order.

In this context, stories in celestial world act to show contradiction in
paternal family order of earthly world. In celestial world, Kyunghayongnyeo
(So kyowan) and Taeulsung(Jung insung) are hostile to each other. Their
relation as mother and son is valid only temporarily in earthly world. In short,
celestial world tells that earthly world oriented to paternal family order is
not absolute.

As Wolf, M.(1972) emphasized, paternal family in East Asia had implied
mother—-centered uterine family. Uterine family, though not opposing to
paternal family order explicitly, makes cracks in it. Regarding this, dualism
in Wanwolhoimangyeon embodies disintegration between paternal family order
and maternal uterine family, which would be the reality of women in noble

class from late 17" to early 18" century.

Key Word : family novel, relationship between adopted mother and son, crack,

dualism, paternal family, uterine family
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