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Tongsinsa’s Recognition of Three Cities in the Period of

Establishment of Gyorin System

Jeong, Eun—Young

The late Joseon dispatched Tongsinsa (communication envoys) to solve
internal and external anxieties. Especially, the growth of Qing Dynasty
weakened even Joseon's hostility towards Japan. Joseon dispatched Tongsinsa
justifying congratulations to the accession of Gwanbaek apart from the
purpose of existing dispatches of the repatriation of prisoners for the
promotion of peaceful relations with Japan. Accordingly, Tongsinsa in the
period of the establishment of Gyorin (Neighborly Relations) System could
experience Japan in a freer atmosphere and explore knowledge about Japan.
At this time, Tongsinsa explored Japan’s cities, especially, Osaka, Kyoto and
Edo with a great attention. It was difficult for them to fulfill their assignments
as envoys and at the same time, understand a variety of information about
Japan. Thus, Tongsinsa attempted to understand knowledge about Japan
cohesively through the cities in a short time.

Tongsinsa during the stage of establishment looked at the three cities of
Japan from perspectives of urban functions and Fengshui (geometric geography).
In terms of urban functions, Osaka, Kyoto and Edo were economic, cultural
and political centers of Japan, respectively. In terms of Fengshui, Kyoto could
play a role of capital for a long time as there was fertile land, but with such
openness, it could not but be a place with vulnerability to defend against
enemies. In contrast, since Edo, which was hard ground was good for defense,
was a good location as the capital of the country. In sum, Tongsinsa
understood the direction of power through the functions and natural positions
of the major cities of Japan and got help in establishing relations with Japan

considering those. Consequently, Tongsinsa’s exploration of the three cities
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of Japan was the start of an interest in the humanistic elements, which became
an opportunity through which the areas of the knowledge about Japan

explored by Tongsinsa could be diversified.

Key Word : Tongsinsa, Osaka, Kyoto, Edo, Urban functions, Fengshui (Geometric

geography)
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